'FROM ALL OTHER ONLY TO HER i ME BETAKE"

Forced by now to accept the fact of Anne, Wolsey sent with
the new ambassadors precise instructions as to what they mighi
say on the subject. The Pope, he fears, has been labouring undei
some misapprehension,

as if the king had set on foot this cause, not from fear ol
his succession, but out of a vain affection or undue love to
a gentlewoman of not so Excellent qualities as she is here
esteemed.

Further they may assure His Holiness that Wolsey would not

for any earthly affection to his prince, or desire of reward,
transgress the truth or swerve from the right path, nor would
he have consented in any way to have reported to his Holiness
otherwise than his conviction, which was of the insufficiency
of the marriage.

He * dare put his soul' that the King's desire

is grounded upon justice, and not from any grudge of dis-
pleasure to the Queen, whom the King honours and loves,
and minds to love and to treat as his sister, with all manner of
kindness. Also as she is the relict of his dearest brother he
will entertain her with all joy and felicity. But as this matri-
mony is contrary to God's law, the King's conscience is
grievously offended. * On the other side the approved, excel-
lent virtuous [qualities] of the said gentlewoman [i.e.
Anne], the purity of her life, her constant virginity, her
maidenly and womanly pudicity, her soberness, chasteness,
meekness, humility, wisdom, descent of right noble and high
thorough regal blood, education in all good and laudable
[qualities] and manners, apparent aptness to procreation of
children, with her other infinite good qualities, more to be
regarded and esteemed than the only progeny,'1

are the grounds of the King's desire, and Wolsey regards it as
honest and necessary.

They were also told to say that there were deeper causes than

1 From the Hatfield MSS.   Quoted from L.P. IV. ii. 3913.
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